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The Pardonable Use of Superlattves.

Wealth of imagination and loyal liber-
ality in the expenditure of phrase alike
distinguish the tribute which the Secretary
of the Treasury rendered unto his chief
at the Lincoln Birthday banquet at the
Chicago Auditorium:

* That scholar among all scholars, that Prineo
among Americans, and that statesman among
those who have helped to make this country what
%t 1s and to win for It the respect of all natlons—
TEEODORE ROOSKVELT."

At precigely the same time another
analyst of character—and one, we may
say without offence, who knows the
President even better than the Hon.
LesiiE M. SHAW knows him or can ever
hope to know him—was setting him above
TaNCOLN in the matter of military ardor
eombined with long-suffering patience
and self-restraint. We now quote from
the Hon. JAcoB A. Ris in the Outlook:

* Slower than LINCOLN would he be to draw the
aword. 1 should not like to be In lts way, nor
should I be lazy about making up my mind which
way to skip. 1 remember dnce when I got exclted—
over some ouirage perpetrated upon® American
missions or students In Turkey, I think. It was ln
the old days In Mulberry street, and I wanted to
know if our ships could not run the Dardanelles and
beard the Turk In his caplital.

“* Ah,' put In Col. GRANT, who was In the Police
Board, ‘ but those forta have guns.'

“ ' GUNS! ' sald ROOBEVELT; nothing more. It ls
Imposasible to desoribe the emphasls he put upon
the word. But In It I seemed to hear DECATUR at
Tripoll, FARRAGUT at Moblle. Guns!™

Coincidently with these striking char-
acterizations by the Hon. LEsLIE M.
SEAW and the Hon. JACOB A, Ri1s, there
accurred this by Senator QUARLES of
Wisconsgin, speaking in Brooklyn:

* He 1s as ehthuslastic when he applles the brakes
a8 when he opens the throttle. He follows the cus-
tom of Japan in consulting the elder statesmen. We
know that he Is honest, we know that he ls brave.
We know ihat tn the defence of Amerlcan Interests

or the national honor he rivals the Intrepld fortitude |

that was displayed by St. Paun when he stood
hglore AGRIpPA.”

brush, nothing was needed but a stroke
or two by'the hand of a disinterested
foreign observer. These touches were
supplied on that very same day by the
Baron SPECK VON STERNBURG at Grand
Rapids in Michigan:

" It has becomie a frequent saying that thers is a
strong resemblanco between the present heads of
aur two nations. This Is a powerful guarantee for
our peaceful progress. ‘These two great leaders of

men keep before our eyes the ldeals which make |

men worthy of the llves GOp has glven them.”

without any previous conference, Mr.
RoOSEVELT was styled a Prince among

Americans by the Hon. LESLIE M. SHAW, |

described by the Hon. JacoB A. Ris
as a LINCOLN, a DECATUR and a FARRA-
GUT combined, compared by the Hon.

JoSEPH VERY QUARLES to St. PAUL be- |

fore AGRIPPA, and by the esteemed

(German Ambassador placed side by gide |

with the Emperor WiLL1AM I1.

It was a day of compliments and of
character drawing. Only one expression
i3 less'lucid than might be desired, and
that is found in Secretary SHAW'S ap-
preciative remarks.

What is a Prince among Americans?

The 1dea That Germany Will Help
Russia,

information, we are not disposed to
credit the‘dispatch from St. Petersburg,
published on Saturday in the London
Telegraph, to the effect that, if the for-
tunes of war prove adverse to Russia,
a diversion which may lead to far-
reaching results is expected from Ger-

many. - The despatch attributes to the |

(ferman Emperor a fixed resolution to
avail himself of the present crisis to win

back Russia's friendship and to oust |

France from her favor.

. The .alleged motive for the imputed |

intention to effect a diversion will not
bear close examination. The effect of

an offer en Emperor WILLIAM'S part to |
lend aid to Russia would be to force the |
hand -of the Cdmbes Ministry and to |

cause France to outbid Germany for the
Czar’'s good will,

disposal in the Far LCast, and she could
lend him much more money.

When, therefore, at the close of the
contest, the Czar should sum up his obli-

gations, he would find himself much |

more indebted to his French than to his
German coadjutor. France, therefore,
might continue to rely on the assurance

that she would not be left ynaided should |

ghe be assailed by the Triple Alliance.

It would still be to the Czar’s interest, |
a8 it long has been, that a balance of

power should be maintained in Europe

between the French-Russian league, on |

the one hand, and the three central
Powers, on the other.

There isanother reason for discrediting |

the intention attributed by the London
Telegraph to the German Emperor. By
an offer of his assistance he would do
Rugsia more harm than good. He
would render immediately operative

Great Britain's promise to help Japan

in certain contingencies. In view of the

known magnitude of the British navy, 1
i and Christians are assisted in getting
; employment. The dominating spirit in

and of the prowess invariably evinced
py it for more than a hundred years; and
in view, also, of the proofs just given

of Japan's. maritime efficiency and of |

her opponent's relative incompetence,
fow nuvui experts would dispute the
superiority of a British-Japanese coali-

| of men—perhaps none.

There is no doubt |
that France would be able to render the |
more valuable services. She could place !
many more war vessels at the Czar's |
| Through them the eyes of the Govern-
ment are constantly on every advancing
' movement in our Western civilization.

tion on the ocean to the combined
power of France, Germany and Russia.
It should, moreover, be borne in mind
that Japan and Great Britain would
possess incomparably more and better
naval bases in Far Eastern waters, and
that their strategic maneuvres would
take place on interior lines. Then,
again, it is certain that, for every dollar
that Russia could borrow in Paris and
Berlin, Japan could borrow two dollars
in London. Under the circumstances,
the Czar would have more to lose than
to gain by any diversion that Germany
and France might attempt. The last
state of his fortunes in Manchuria
would be worse than the first,

If Germany and France desire to
give conclusive evidence of true friend-
ship for Russia, they can best fulfil their
purpose by themselves preserving a
strict neutrality and by using all the
influence at their command to persuade
the Pekin Government also to observe
a neutral attitude. If they, cooperating
with other neutrals, can manage, by the
exercise of moral pressure, to exclude
the war from China proper and confine
it to Manchuria and Corea, they will, on
the one hand, shield the Russian forces
from the danger of a Chinese attack on
their western flank, while, on the other,
they will lay a basis for demanding,
when the war is over, that the continu-
ance of China's sovereignty over Man-
churia shall in some way be reconciled
with Russia’s retention of Port Arthur
and of the railway connecting that har-
bor with the Trans-Siberian line.

That is a service immeasurably greater
than any that Germany and France

would be likely to render Russia by active |

participation in the war.
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The Methods of the Japanecse.

The patriotic zeal manifested by the
Japanese of New York, in the contribu-
tion of money to aid their Government
in carrying on the war with Russia,
may not be of any very great importance
practically, but as an exhibition of race
sentiment it is suggestive, '

The number of these New York Japan-
ese of whom there is an official record is
something like sixteen hundred. Many
of them are merchants, some of whom
have been very successful in trade.
Still more are employed as domestic
servants, and they, too, are generally
sufficiently well paid to enable them to
contribute a very considerable sum to
Japan in the aggregate. Almost, if not
quite invariably they are both intelli-
gent and educated, at least as measured

| by the standard of graduates of our
' elementary schools; and even of those

in domestic service are many whose
intellectual training is further advanced.

' It often happens that a Japanese butlt?r
To complete the portrait upon which ' ¥ cook has been & student at an Ameri-

80 many conscientious artists were exer- | i the best
cising simultaneously the well charged | and he takes up the seryice as

can college or has been graduated from it,

means available to get the money to pay

| his way through college or to pursue

subsequent professional studies. The
prejudice of our own people, even of
other foreigners here, to such employ-
ment as servile in its character is not
shared by the Japanese. In their view,
and in fact, it is honorable. Moreover,

/it is the best paid which offers, and the

demand for it is always great.
The Japanese in New York and in
other places in this and other Occidental

Thus on one and the same day, and | countries cannot be called strictly gov-

ernment agents, vet apparently their
distribution through civilization in or-
der that they may observe its methods
and become proficient in its arts is
encouraged by the Japanese Govern-
ment. They constitute a body of learn-
ers and investigators who must have
been of great service to Japan in inter-
preting the spirit and observing the con-
ditions in foreign countries, more espe-
cially as concerns their material and
mechanical development and the les-

gons in civilization offered by them for |
. study and imitation.

In our navy also are many of them
working humbly in the capacity of ser-
vants, and they are to be found fre-
quently in other navies, for the race is
especially adapted to sea service and

| has a predilection for it. Hardly a ship
In the absence of more authoritative !

of our navy goes into commission with-
out having Japanese in her complement
Very many of
the Japarese in New York and elsewhere
in this country have come here after
having served an apprenticeship in the
navy. Being intelligent men and ob-
gerving, and also quick to learn a foreign
speech, they are able to gather a fund of
information valuable for their Govern-
ment, more especially when they return
to’Japan, as, it may be assumed, all of
them expect to do al some time.

Seven commanding officers of the
Japanese navy are graduates from
Annapolis, and among the number is
Admiral Uriv, the commander of the
Japanese squadron who has lately per-
formed service so distinguished.

No other people have organized so
efficient and so widely distributed a body
of students and observers throughout
civilization as that which the Japanese
have been sending out for many years.

All these Japanese are of a stout loyalty
to their country. If they are needed
for its defence against Russia they may

| be expected to return to Japan willingly,
| even eagerly. It is the same with them

whether they are converts to Chris-

their old religion. At the Japanese
meeting in New York on Friday evening
to further the raising of funds for the
war, among the most enthusiastic of
the speakers were Japanese Christian
missionaries and representatives of
students of the race at Columbia and
Yale universities. Distinctions of re-

ligion seem to make no social friction |

among them., Christians and Buddh-
ists seem to be on the closest terms of
friendship.
missions in Manhattan and Brooklyn
are of the character of clubs or are
boarding houses, at which both heathen

these Asiatics is common race pride and
devotion. Their relations with West-
ern civilization are usually as outsiders
and observers rather than sympathizers.
Japan and Japanese civilization are

The Japanese Christian |

THE
always first with them. They are dis-
cerning and judicial critics rather than
humble admirers of our methods and
our manners. . ‘ ;

Great numbers of Japanese have dis-
tributed themselves throughout Corea
and Manchuria, and nothing that can
be made to conduce to the advantage
i of their country in a contest with Russia
| has escaped their vigilance for many
j years past. They constitute a won-
derfully wily and a very dangerous
foe. Russia is not more persistent than
Japan in its determination to aggran-
dize itself, for the consuming ambition
of Japan is to become the great
and dominant Oriental power and to
utilize to its advantage every lesson
to be learned from the methods of Occi-
dental civilization. It is a portentous
ambition which flames in the breast
of every intelligent Japanese at home
and abroad, and in none of them is it
more ardent than in the apparently
humble individuals who are rendering
domestic service in many places in this
country, or who are enlisted as servants
in our own and other navies.

The Modern Steel Structure in the
Great Fire at Baltimore.

In the Baltimore fire modern fireproof
construction was for the first time sub-
jected to a supreme and convincing test.
The result was a complete demonstration
of the effectiveness of this form of con-
struction. Indeed, the fire resisting
qualities which it developed surpassed
the expectation of experts. It had been
generally conceded that an excessive
heat like that generated in the storm
fanned Baltimore fire might destroy the
life of the steel in a steel frame building,
even if the protecting walls of brick
should withstand the disintegrating
effect of the flames. But the framework
of the steel buildings in Baltimore re-
mained uninjured, though attacked by
the heat both from within and without.

of brick and terra cotta over other fire
resisting materials in common use for
masonry, and discredited the thereto-
fore popular practice of combining stone
and exposed iron in the fronts of the

Baltimore fire seems to show that steel
skeleton construction is an advance on

metal cage is safely protected from the
heat, and as the walls are carried by the

pairment of part of the masonry. The
scorched and cracked bricks may be
taken out and replaced without dis-
turbing the shell of the building.

The area swept by the Baltimore fire,
though comprising the business centre
of the city, contained only about half a
dozen modern tall buildings. Fireproof

ings, though otherwise proof against
fire from without, presented exposed
openings through which the flames en-

work, furniture and other combustible
contents. The most notable of the
structures subjected to the fire ordeal
! was the sixteen story Continental Trust
| Building, which was exposed to the full
. severity of the conflagration. After the
fire it was minutely examined by its
architect, Mr. D, H. BURNHAM, His re-
| port, published under his signature, was

| to the effect that the steel cage was as |
good as on the day it was put up. This |
applied to the supporting columns, the |
girders and the joists. The structural |

part of the floors was unaffected. Some
} of the apron beams between the supports
| of the windows of one story and the sills
of a number of windows were found to be
warped, and will have to be replaced.
These, however, have nothing to do with
the main structure, and can be taken out
story by story, without reference to the
other parts of the building.

A representative of the George A.
Fuller Company pronounced structurally
intact the buildings in which his com-
pany is interested, and a cursory exami-
nation made by the Building Depart-
ment disclosed no structural weakness
in any of the steel buildings affected
by the fire.

ples on which modern fireproof construc-

of Baltimore, because of unprotected

as gigantic chimneys, throwing out
showers of burning brands that, borne
on a stiff wind, ignited property more
than a mile away. Their summits could
not be reached by the fire hose, and the
heat which issued from them forced the

spread near the ground, driving the
firemen from the neighborhood.

The Baltimore fire contains a lesson of
vital importance to New York. Our
| building code is regarded as excellent.
Its standard is exceptionally high, com-
pared with other American cities. Its
provisions governing the thickness and
quality of walls protecting the steel

particularly commendable. But, in the
light of Baltimore's experience, it is de-
fective in the matter of safeguarding
openings in the shells of buildings.

§ The code provides that all buildings of |
tianity or real or nominal adherents of | more than two stories, except dwelling

‘housee. hotels, schools and churches,

i shall have metal window shutters, ex- !
i cept on windows facing streets more |

| than thirty feet wide or on windows
{ more than thirty feet removed from
| adjacent buildings. Even this provision,
| however, is not universally enforced. The
| Board of Examiners of the Building De-
partment has discretionary power to
exempt, on application, windows above
the first floor. Shutters are, of course,
unsightly. They mar architectural ef-
| fects, and for this reason not a single
notable office building in New York is
completed protected from fire. How-
ever, wire glass, a comparatively recent
invention, is less objectionable and just
as effective.

Provided with metal window frames
and with métal sashes containing wire
glass, an ordinary brick house would be
fairly proof against fire from without.

plain masonry of clay products. The |

steel, the frame is not weakened by im- ‘

window shutters or wire glass windows :
are not required by law. All these build- ]

tered, feeding on and destroying wood- |

The Baltimore conflagration, indeed, |
confirmed the soundness of the princi- |

frames in fireproof construction' are |
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If a law were passed calling for proper
protection for all doors, windows and
roof openings in buildings, old and new,
within the fire limits, that is, the area
throughout which frame construction is
prohibited, New York city could dismiss
forever the thought of any such con-
flagration as that which ‘visited Balti-
more last Sunday.

A special reason for urging the enact-
ment of such a law is found in the crowd-
ing of population which exists down-
town during business hours. Owing to
our faith in fireproof construction we
have allowed our narrow downtown
streets to be converted into towering
cafions, which contain a double menace
to public safety. In these chasms an
ordinary wind becomes a gale, and if a
fire serious enough to occasion general
alarm should break out on a workday,
the streets would not be capable of re-
ceiving the discharge of population.

The number of offices downtown has
doubled since the introduction of steel
construction, and the process of re-
placing low buildings with tall ones has
not yet been half completed. It is esti-
mated that the dozen blocks comprising
the heart of the financial district house
a day population of 150,000. The crowd-
ing which normally exists in the thor-
oughfares leading to Brooklyn Bridge,
the ferries and the elevated stations

during the slow and orderly exodus |

of this population between the hours
of 4 and 6 o'clock affords an uncom-
fortable suggestion of what would hap-
pen in case of a fire panic.

Active Duty for Retired Army Ofi-
cers.

The Senate Committee on Military
Affairs has made a favorable report on
Senator Proctor’s bill providing that
the Secretary of War may assign officers
upon the retired list to active duty as
recruiting officers, with the States'militia,

| a8 military attachés and upon army
The Chicago fire proved the superiority | courts-martial and courts of inquiry,

and to staff duty not involving service
with troops. It is provided that no
such assignment shall be made against
an officer's wishes. Senator PROCTOR
wanted to limit to officers on the retired

better grades of business buildings. The | list the assignments to educational in-
! stitutions, but the committee has stricken
! this provision from the bill.

Lieut.-Gen. CHAFFEE, in a communi-
cation to the committee, shows that 423
officers on the active list are detached
for service pertaining strictly to the
military establishmgnt. There are thir-
ty-six officers detached for duty at
various educational establishments, four
with the Philippine Scouts, two as Indian
agents, eight for special service in the
Philippines, two in the Insular Bureau,
four at the St. Louis exposition, one
with the Cuban artillery, one with the
District of Columbia militia, and one
as superintendent of national parks.
The laws would permit the detachment
of 220 more officers for special duties,
Gen. CHAFYEF says:

® An examinatlon of this list shows that ln some
Instances the Department has limited the number
of detalls below that authorized. It Is certain,
however, that when existing and projected plans
for military Instruction have been fully matured,
the number of officers detached as instructors and
students at the service schools and at the War Col-
lege will necessitate a large Increase In the detached
service llst. Fstimating for this Increase, it would
be safe to place the minimum number of oMcers
necessary to be detached In the near future for
service within the army at 500."

Gen. CHAFFEE believes that much of
this detached duty could be as well per-
formed by officers past the retirement
age as by younger men; and of the jus-
tice of calling upon them to render such
services he remarks;

“ It 1s certalnly not an unr ble requlr
considering the generous provision which the Gov-
emment makes for lus retired offcers, to exact
from them the class of dutles specified.”

It is intended that retired officers per-
forming these services shall receive
the full pay of their rank. Most of the
officers of the army have ten or fifteen
years of strength and health before them
when they go upon the retired list, and it
is probable that many of them would be
glad to continue for a while in some
active employment,

The Case of ‘‘ Doc’’ Jamieson,.
The appointment of the Hon. T. N.

les [ C- | JAMIESON, a celebrated Cook county
tion is based. But it also showed that if | gtatesman affectionately called “Doc,”
these principles are not consistently |
carried out, tall buildings may be a source | stood and misinterpreted in a way that

of greatdanger. The fireproof structures | must grieve as well as surprise Mr.

g ' ! ROOSEVELT. Thus the Chicago Record- |
window openings, helped to spread the | Herqld, ordinarily not impetuous, says
fire instead of checking it. They acted | that “Doc” is “wholly unfit for the place”
| and that Mr. ROOSEVELT “has made him-
| self responsible for the selection of an
| official who is notorious as an unscrupu-

as Naval Officer at Chicago, is misunder-

lous lobbyist against the public interesta
and as a holder of political sinecures.”

heat from a&ijoining low structures to | The Obioago Criging gssarts Hhav Ko

Chicagoans object to “Doc” not merely
“because he is a politician of the baser
sort, but because he does not command
their confidence as a business man
* * * He has been identified with
some of the worst legislation known at
Springfield. He is known not merely
as a ward heeler, but as one who uses
his influence to promote suspicious or
dishonest legislation.” Nothing else
since Mr. ROOSEVELT became President
“has reflected so severely upon the sin-
cerity of the Administration in its pro-
fessions of regard for the purity of civil
service reform” as this Appointment.

The Hon. ALBERT J. HOPKINS, the
Auroral Senator in Congress from Illi-
nois, is accused of “railroading” the
appointment to confirmation,
Washington correspondent of the Chicago
Tribune gives this jaundiced view of
the “Doc's” rapid transit:

* He was appolnted the same day ihe bill was
signed creating the ofice. This waas for the express
purpose of forestalling other possible cand Idatas,
and this sharp practice was not an accident. The
confirmation was as susplciously prompt as the
appointment. The committee to which the ap-
pointment was referred had no chance to investl-
gate nu personal and political charaoter of the
appointes. The fact that the nomination was dis-
tasteful to many thousands of good citizens of
Chlcago was printed in the Washington papers.
The committee knew the nomination was an un-
popular one. The committes acted with unprece-
dented haste, and it Is a well known fact that it did
80 on the personal request of Semator HorxiNs
and for the express purpose of preventing cftizens
of Chleago from filing their protests.”

As to this, it is sufficient to say that

“Doc” was nominated on Tussday after-
noon and confirmed Wedneeday after-
noon. If that was not a deliberative
proceeding in these impulsive times,
what is? Besides, Mr. HOPKINS ex-
plains that he called the nomination up
because “business interests were suffer-
ing” for want of a Naval Officer and
needed the prompt services of “Doc.” |

No reply need be made to those dis-
trusters of human nature and maligners
of human virtue who swear that “Doc”
got the job because Senator HOPKINS
and tho Hon. WiLLIAM LORIMER, M. C.,
the well known civil service reformer,
were cold to the renomination of Mr.
ROOSEVELT and needed to be stimulated.
““The Hopkins-Lorimer machine,” re-
ferred to by these calumniators,is, we
believe, a harmless device for recording
votes and protecting the purity of the
Australian ballot.

But when an independent observer.

like the Indianapolis News insists that
“JAMIESON is a mere ring and spoils
politician, a lobbyist and & man who has
not the confidence of the business men
of Chicago generally” and then asks
with a triumphal air where this appoint-
ment leaves “our civil service re orm
President” common fairness prompis a
word or two of our own,

1. If “Doc® JAMIESON has been a
spoilsman and so on, his contact with the
Administration cannot but chasten, re-
form, convert and improve him,

2, Mr. ROOSEVELT'S resolution not to
be nominated if he cannot be nominated
without the boosting arms of the Fed-
eral officeholders, distinctly excludes
“Doc” JAMIESON from active participa-
tion in politics. In short, if “Doc” has
not been as unworldly and free from
base political activities as he might have
been, he is now perforce made ascetic,
pure, full of the quintessential light and
true holiness of civil service reform.
The goat is transformed into a sheep.
The spoilsman must cease to spoil.

If the professed guardians of civil
service reform would consider “Doc’s”
appointment from the high atmosphere
of Mr. ROOSEVELT'S self-denying ordi-
nance, they would not rail against the
two. The neutralization of “Doc” JAMIE-
SON is a glorious victory for true civil
service reform.

The placing of Cuba’s $35,000,000 loan
brings a happy ending to a variety of politi-
cal and economic evils which have beset our
island neighbor for many months. The
delay has been a cause of persistent friction
and of no little discontent with the Admin-
istration. Outspoken criticism has been
severe and vigorous. The assurance that
the funds will be available at an early date
will undoubtedly put an end to an opposi-
tion which has more than once been fraught
with menace of political disorder.

The circulation of the money will now do
much to stimulate industry in the island.
The price which the lenders have agreed to

pay for the bonds is an indication of Cuba's !

political and financial stability.
—————y

A Tribute to a Dominican Father,

To THR EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Sad was the
Information that reached this city that on the 28th
of January there dled In the city of San Franclsco,
Cal., one of the most zealous workers In the vine-
yard of the Lord, the Rev. James Louls O'Nell, O. P.

Though only 46 years of age at tho time of his
deiilse, hie loft 3 record for falthful performance
of duty that few In the religlous life of the present
day can equal. Becoming an humble follower of
St. Domlnle at the age of 14 years, he threw his
heart and soul lnto hils work, mado rapld prog ress
In his studles, was ordained to the priesthood and,
like his eloquent colaborer and member of the
same order, the renowned Father Tom Burke, he
soon gave evidence that the religlous world was
to be enriched with another pulpit orator who
would strongly and Indisputably convince men
that the “seed Is the Word of God.”

Gifted by his Creator with a rich, resonant, pene-
trating voloe, with a coplous vocabulary, that
seemed to have no limit, he early attracted the at-
tention of his superiors, and the path of literature
was chosen for him to follow. How well he per-
formed hils task thousands who have heard him
and who have known him can testify.

One In listening to him would think that another
Wendell Philips was born to grace the oratorical
stage. HIls literary art was displayed In the Resary
Magnstne, founded and edited by him, and halled
with delight and read with great pleasure by scck-
ers after truth and knowledge.

Though a Dominlcan friar who did not mingle
often with the men of the world, he was “a man for
a' that.” Champlon of the downtrodden, lover of
Justice, stanch defender of the truth, whether
eccleslastical or secular, consoler of the aflcted,
defender and protector of the weak, Father O'Nell
was loved by men whose correct lives and good deeds
strengthened by deep rellglous conviction prove
that humanity Is not altogether sighing after the
“flesh pots of Egypt,” but 13 reaching for more so-
cure, more stable things. Of a sunny disposition,
kind, conslderate, thoughtful and with ripe judg-
ment, and with a magnetie personality, he threw
out the life llne when a brother was known to be
sluking, and how many he saved will be known only
when judgment shall be accorded to men. Peace
be to his ashes and qulict be hia repose. The good

The |

that he has done will live after him, to serve as an

Incentive to others to fight the battle of this Jife,

and thus secure the prize of victory. TRUTH.
Woobnsing, I. I., Feb, &,

Botany and Theology.

To TR EDITOR or THE SUN—Sir: 1 see that a
recommendation by the Teachers' Commlittee at
New Brunswick, N. J., that Bergen's “Elements
of Botany” be added to the textbooks In the publle
schools s severely denounced by & clergyman,
the Rev. Mr. Dewald. [ls objection is that “the
book Is permeated with Darwinism from cover
to cover.”

Andrew J. White's book on the conflict of
sclence and theology contalned a great many
stories ltke thls, but they were of several fears ago
and of places a good way from New York. Blgotry
has a curtous persistency. 4

We all know Bergen: he Is a high school teacher
in Boston. HIis book has been used In New York
and qulte generally for years. It hasone reference
to Darwin where acknowledgment for drawings
is made and another where Darwin |s sald 1o have
discovered cross-fertilizatlon. This comprises the
whole of its Darwinlsm. How many are the high
achools In America which are yet subject to theo-
logical restralnt from teaching sclence according
t0 sclentlsts of foremost distinction and compelled
to teach it according to theologlans? As one of
my puplls, declaring agalnst a great abuse, sald
yesterday: “Thls so-called twentleth century
ought to be ashamed of itself.”

A H1oH ScrHOOL TEACHER.

NEw YORK, Feb. 10,

sk
A Chambermaid’s Complaint,

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: 1 am only a
chambermald but 1 thought perhaps you would
listen to my troubles, and my friends’. We have
been working In a hotel here, and have had to leave
because we could not eat the miserably poor food,
and had to buy things to eat, and couldn't afford to.
No girl will stay. The housekeeper 1s good to us,
but she, 100, has to put up with some of the guests’
insults.

There are some nice people in the house, but lots
of comeups, who never had houses of their own.
The head walter Is not a good man. He Insults us
giris, ls saucy to guests, and nalled one lady's table
to the dining »ocm floor because she moved it a
little, and she Is one of the “real ladies.” She feels
awful.

We girls thought people ought ip know it,
oughs to be punished.

BROOELYN, Feb. 12.

He
MARY.

News Not Yet Received in Australla,

From the Church Eclectic,

The Bishop of Brisbane tells of one of his bush
clergy, who, on one of hls tours up country, asked
the cbild of an English squatter what happened
on Christmas Day, or why the day was observed.
The child was unable to answer, and its mother
hastened to the rescue. She told the clergyman
thas he really must excuse thelr ignorance, as
no newspspers bad oome thelr way for a jong time,
and they-Bad not heard the latess Intelligence.

: NIWW :
To Taz Eprros or THE Sun—3&ir: Thanks
to France and the cable, we know that the
rwmuhmmammr-w
proposition submitted to ten of the nations:
vernment to which yon are
.:x&wm:" ascertain whether, with the
object of avolding a pissible outbreak of troubles
monmuaoummumwwuumw
the war to the commeroe of neutral States, it would
not be advisable to Insure thas the neutrality of
China and her administrative entity be respected.

The law of nations—if suck a thing is
now in existence and in force—tells us what
“neutrality” is, but what is “administra-
tiveentity” as applied to a country in the
condition of China?

Bwitzerland and Belgium are States
neutralized under the treaties of 1815 and
1830 respectively, but Panama was not
neutralized by the treaty of 1848.

Doctors, nurses and ambulances were
neutralized by the Geneva Convention of
1804. The United States is now neutral,
but later on ehe can, if she pleases, be a
belligerent., If China shall be neutralized
her freedom to take part in the war will be
lost. o

Will the neutrality or neutralization
plan, to be applied throughout the sover-
elgnty, or territory, or jurisdictien of China
when it has been defined after her leases,
conocessions, protocols and ocoaventions,
prevent her from trying to protect her own
frontiers, if invaded by Russian or Japanese
armies; or is the protection and expelling
of the invaders to be done by the United
States in concert with the neutralizing
nations?

Is the President to commit the United
States to his project without the consent
of the Senate? NEUTER.

NEw YoRrk, Feb. 12.

OUR DEBT TO HOLLAND.

An Argument That Our American System
Is Not of Anglo-Saxon Origin.

To THE EpiTOR OF TRE SBUuN—S8ir: Your
editorial “A Controversy Not for Americans,”
is entirely right. It is about time for Ameri-
cans to make up their minds to be good Ameri-
cans and not transplanted Englishmen or
transplanted anything else, for that matter.
To be a good American citizen should be
honor enough for anybody.

In political campalgns we hear of the Eng-
lish vote, of the Irish vote, of the German
vote, and politicians of all shades pandering
to this or that nationality. Of all the aliens
in this country, the least heard of in such a
relation are the Hollanders, but what nation-
ality has more reason to feel proud of its race

and traditions than they? Yet they never
boast of it; they don’t need to; history spenks
for them and they are content toabide by
its dictum.

One of your correspondents says: “The old
Americanism haes rung true; it has assimilated
every race and creed, but in its essentials it
remains unchanged. The Anglo-8axon lan-
guage, literature, laws and ideas have tri-

umphed.
"?‘he language and literature,” we must con-
cede; but in “the Jaws and ideas,” the founda-
tion of this commonwealth is certainly any-
thing but English  We certainly have not to
thank England for our existence, or for our
being a united country, North and South,
Where did we get our Constitution? Was it
not largely copled from the Constitution of
the United Netherlands? Equality beiore
the law; the right of trial by jury; the right of
the accused to be represented by counsel;
the separation of Church and State; the free
school system, free public libraries, our form
of local self-government, freedom of religion;
free speech and free press, the secret ballot,
public insane asylums, pubhc asylums for the
deaf, the mute and the blind; our prison sys-
tem, our methods of recording deeds and
mortgages, our criminalcode, our methods of
taxation—none of these is of English origin.
On the contrary, the United States copied them
from the Republic of the United Netherlands;
and some of them England has copied from us.
Even the Pilgrims were essentially Hol-
landers in everything exrrt-px their birth. But
why discuss the subject? ~Any one who will
read history will get the facts better than I
can give them. To be a sovereign citizen of
the United States is honor enough for me,
let subfects of kings blow their horns never
so_loudly--they need it all. M H
PATERSON, Feb. 9.

The Making of a Good Servant,

To THR EDITOR oF THR SUN--Sir: When 1 was a
boy and went to school 1 was taught to show a
strenuous spirit by attending to my business. If
I were, later on, to become a chimney-sweep—a
not unlikely tion sidering the usual
state of my face and hands—I was told not to be
afrald to hang out my sign and do the best I could.

Doesn’t thls bit of advice touch on the servant
question? 1 have grappled with many landladies,
and never came across one who hadn’'t seen better
days. 1 have tussled In my time with many ser-
vants and they all wanted to wear the peacock's
feathers belonging to their mistresscs. That
means they yearned for better days, It has al-
ways seemed to me, however, that this attempted
assumption of power defeats its own object. If
servants could only realize that they are servants,
and do thelr duty as such, humorists and comle
papers would be stuitified in qulick order.

For a woman to be, or to be forced to be, a sub-
ordinate, and then to be eternally kicking agalnst
her lot Is absurd. "One of Your Readers” glves a
romantic account of how he got satlsfactory ser-
vice by allowing his servant to become qulte “chum-
my,"” which is all the more Interesting because it is
true.
servant, In nilnety-nine cases out of a hundred,
slmply because there 18 no such thing as satlsfactlon
In this world,

1 remember once sitiing opposite a stranger, who
I found out later was In simllar dlsastrous circum-
stances as myself.

“Do you know,” sald he, eyelng me abruptly
and without an introduction, “that there are three
beautiful words In the English dictionary which
ought to be crossed out? The tirst word 1s ‘honesty.’'
No one Is absolutely honest. If you say you are
‘not at home' when you are really In the house,
that lsn't absolutely honest, The second is the
word ‘satisfactlon.’ Nobody s satlstied. If you

And finally comes that beautiful word *1f." "

I never saw that man agaln, but | haven't for-
gotten his philosophy.

The servant Isn't, as a rule, satisfied with the way
she Is lreated, simply because she lsn't satisfied
with her lot In life. She fumes lnwardly becsuse
she 1sn't soclally on a par with her mistress, and
procceds generally to ape her sartorially.

A servant who eats with yon, jolns In your do-
mestie itle and Is Introduced to your friends Is not
a servaut, but a companion. There ure grades of
domestlc scrvioe Just the same, or more so than la
other professions. Sympathy Is all very well In
Its way, but the diplomatic side of the question has
to be considered as well as the moral.

The best servants in the world come from the
EBast—India, China and Japan. They know they
were never meant to be milifonalres, or have money
In any quantity, and tbey accept the situation.
Thelr more educated brethren will not accept the
situation, but Imagine they are just as good as thelr
masters and mistresses. Very llkely they are, but
they don't happen to have been born under the
same star, and 8o must conform to elreumstances.

In no country In the world are servants so well
treated as here, and the result Is that they are not
satlsfied, INDEPENDENT.

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.

War Brings New Words Into a Language.

From the St. Puul Dispatch.

Out of each war come verbal riches, whatever
the loss of property or life. A war has genuine
value in Increasing the currency of words outside
of their tribal settlng, and If we can acquire a few
of the rugged consonantal Slavics, and a few of
the softer Mongolic expressions, the wur will havo
been worth Its cost—In words.  We could not spare
“malana,” acquired from the Spanish-American
confller, or “reconcentrados,” shice we have no

word of Saxon descent which quite expresses these |

ideas. And certalnly the currency given Lo “hike”
was worth all we have heard or are to hear of Rough
Riders. And from the Boer war surely “kopje” was,
to usc an Americanlsn, worth the price of admls-
slon. We await witi Interest our next acquisitions.
Probably we will soon be making all our eastern
measurements In “versis,” and If It be necessary to
overlay castern diplomaey with a veneer of silence
we might “lacquer” It. In any event our verbal
horizon Is certain to be pushed out, and we will
have new portmanteau words In which to carry
about our new wisdom.

Map Talk,
Said Latitude to Longltude:
"Moat troublous times, my friend;
I just heard'Boundary Line remark
He knew not whers he'd end!

"Salet us thank our lucky stars
With all this awful fuss,
Whichever way the war may go,
At least they can't move us.”
McLANDBURGR WILSOW,

But such a plan won't work—nor will the |

THE HOOXER CHARGES.
No Steps Taken by Bar Asscelation Com.
mittee to Investigate Them.

ALsany, Feb, 18.—Nothing has yet beo,
done by either Richard L. Hand, the new},
elected president of the State Bar Associy.
tion or the committee on grievanoes of ta
association to inquire into the charges

recognised by the assoclation at its annyy
meeting here on Jan. 20 against Supreme
Court Justice Warren B. Hooker of Fye.
donia, who is now serving as a member of
the Appellate Division of the Supreme
Court in Brooklyn at a salary of $17,50,

The charges were referred to the oom.
mittee on grievances of the association
for investigation and report. This com.
mittee has twenty-four members, three
from each of the eight judicial distriota in
the State. It is up to President Hand of
the association to designate at once a chair.
man of this committee and to instruct the
secretary of the assoclation, Frederick W, .
Wadhams of Albany, to notify officially the
members of the committee on grievances
that the Hooker charges awail that com.
mittee's investigation and report. Thy
committee will probably hold its meetmg
in Albany.

STORIES OF TSI-AN.

A despatch to TEE SUN from China sy
that the Dowager Empress has left Peky
for Kaifeng-fu in the province of Honun
This oity of over 200,000 inhabitants is the
capital of Honan Province, and the raiiroad
between Pekin and Hankow will pass througi
it. The narthern part of the road is now far
advanced, and the Empress Dowager has
probably utilized it, as she did the complete|
portion when she fled to Sian during the
Boxer troubles.

Kaifeng is a large trading place and has

the only distinctively Jewish colony in China.
These Jews are engaged almost entirely in
gold and silver working and in money lend-
ing. ]
The city is on the right bank of the Hoang
River, and has suffered terribly from the in.
undations of that treacherous stream. In
1541 most of the inbabitants signed their own
death warrant by tearing down the embank-
ments in the attempt to drown a rebel army
that was besieging them. The rebels, how-
ever, escaped, while nearly all the people of
the town were drowned.

We are not informed as to the reasons given
to the Chinese public for the departure of the
Empress from the capital. When she and
the Emperor took refuge in Sian the people
were not told that they had left Pekin be-
cause it was about to be occupled by the
allied forces. The journey was due, it was
said, to the fact that the Emperor desired to
travel through his dominions, study the con-
dition of the people and worship in the tem-
ples. The American Nichols, who travelled
to Sian later, said that no one intimated to
him that the royal party had fled from Pekin
The revered rulers created the impression
everywhere that it was only their good plens-
ure to travel to Sian; and to this day the
farmers speak of the imperial wanderers
as if they had conveyed lasting honor on the
old land by travelling through it.

If the Empress Dowager is making her
present progress by rail there will be no op-
portunity for exciting incidents similar to
thore that marked the land journey to Sian.
At that time she had made up her mind that
the Boxer movement was a sad failure; and
when, on the journey, & man in Boxer regalia
rushed into the road, knelt beside her
chair and began a eulogistic address on her
efforts to exterminate the “"foreign devils,’
she merely motioned to one of her body-
guard, who quietly walked up behind the
Boxer, and with one stroke of his sword cut
off his oration and his head at the same timc:
and she degraded the mandarin who hail
permitted the man to make this demonstra-
tion under the mistaken impression that i
would be pleasing to the Empress. \

When the lady was informed that & Manchu
of high rank in her party was making a hand-
s0me squeeze in hiring CArts o carry the
luggage, she at once caused his head, to roil
in the dust of the road.

A considerable nurmber of decapitations,
in fact, relieved the journey of monotony;
and these incidents did not tend to make tha
Empress Dowager less popular with her sub-
jects. Foreigners who have spent much
time among the common peopla in China sayv
that they almost worship her, and that her
faults and cruelties are virtues in their eyes,
and the more intelligent classes have o groo:
admiration and respect for her characie
and unbounded confldence in her ability.

Women Who Want the Suffrage.

To THE EpITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: You
editorial on woman suffrage assumes a- «
excuse for denying women their citie.'s
right to the ballot that women do not wa !
to vote. 8o many editors who cluim to b
lieve in the justice of it make this excus~:

Pray, what would you have us women do 1o
prove that we want the ballot? You will not
let us vote in order Lo prove i, except in tout
States, and in those States the women ha e
certainly shown that they want to vote !
actually doing so year after year in as <0
proportion as the men, and sometimes grea
It you do not believe these women care for
the ballot, just try to take it from them a . d
see what will be the result.

We have presenled more petitions to oo
legiglative bodies asking for the ballot tiun

have ever been presented upon any othr
subject in the history of our nation.

At the time of the last Const.tutional (o -
vention in New York Stite the women &

| cured petitions from 600,600 citizens of -
| vears of age and above, asking that a wom
have an Income of $10,000 & year, you want $20,000. |

suffrage amendment be submitted to tie
voters, but the convention refused to submnit
it. This was the only amendment asked f/
by any large number of citizens,

Before the women obtained this mamm: !
petition the editor of THE SuN said ‘I
the women secure 100,000 names the conven
tion will be obliged to submit the amendmer
but those men refused to submit it after 1o
women had secured six times that nwumbor
of names,

Last year every organization of women in
the State of Illinois united on a suffrage bitl
and sent their delegates to the Legislature
to prove that the women wanted to vote,
but it was lost, just the same. The same is
true of nearly every State where women have
made the attempt to secure some form of
suffrage,

In view of thess facts I think it is about time
for the assertion that “women do not want
to vote” to be relegated to the past, th keep
compuany with all the other fulse prophecies
about women that have done duty in the
past, We know it is about all there is left for
the up{)oﬂtlon. and they will cling to it as a
drownine man does to his last hope.

You quote a few names of women, the
wivea of prominent men, who oppose the en-
feanchisement of women and who say they
represent the sentiments of thousands of
intelligent women who dread the responsi-
bility and burden of the ballot. Well, they
are not obliced to vote. jt is no Ktate
quson offence if they shirk thaeir obligations.
Just think how many men would be in prison
if such were the case. But think of the sub-
lime selfishness of thess women who, because
they do not care to vots, would deprive tens
of thousanda of earnest, conscientious women
who do wish to exercise this privilege,

The anti-sufiragists of Massachusetts boast
that they have the names of 10,000 women who
oppose suffrage. It took them ten years
to reach this number. The auffragists in that
Ktate secured, during the lust vear alone,
11,000 names of women who want the ballot.
This is not counting the women who are in
the organized leagues, but outsiders, who
have not the time to join clubs or work for
the cause, In the State of New York 6.647
additional names gutside of leagues were
uec"ured lant ,v":ar. Nurgxben areé @ strong-
st arguments. LLEANOR BaBCOCK

DUNKIRR, N.'Y., Feb, 12.

A Breathing and Walking History of France.
F'rom the London Tut-Bits,

There exlsts In Parls a famous professor, Pire
Tible, who, to describe him In his own words, Is an
"engraver upon human skin.” He lives In th~
Grevello quarter, As a kind of permanent adv -~
tisement he exhibits his left arm, on which are *
graved” In order all the Presidents of the rep. i
from Thiers to Loubet. On the professor's bod
It Is stated, 13 to be found the whole history o’
France—portraits of Charlemagne, Head i\,
Joan of Aro, Louls XIV., Robespierre, Napols .
Gambetta and others, with escutcheoms, fascs:
flag trophles and sim!i 3 galore. )
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